Successful treatment of refractory autoimmune hemolytic anemia with monthly rituximab following nonmyeloablative stem cell transplantation for sickle cell disease.
Autoimmune hemolytic anemia (AIHA) can occur following hematopoietic stem cell transplantation (HSCT) and may be associated with other cytopenias. It can also occur in the context of chronic red cell transfusion in patients maintained on hypertransfusion regimens. There are an increasing number of reports on the successful treatment of autoimmune cytopenias with the monoclonal anti-CD20 antibody rituximab, including a few patients in a post-HSCT setting. The authors report the successful treatment with rituximab of refractory AIHA following allogeneic nonmyeloablative bone marrow transplantation in a child with sickle cell disease.